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(972) 247-7702 We had a conversation a few weeks a go in Sunday school and the subject of the internet

came up. Most, if not all of us have e-mail accounts and routinely look up everything from
recipes to the latest church news with just a few strokes of the keyboard. It is a marvelous
resource which has made communication much easier in many ways.

Unfortunately, the internet is full of junk which invades our computers and our minds.
Even the most innocent of searches can produce websites which contain pornography,
pop-up ads which are annoying at best, disturbing at the worst.

Fortunately there are many people who are trying to assist us in the good use of the
internet. I'll take just a bit more space to share with you two tools that | have found to help
in being a good steward of the web.

Firefox is a web browser which serves as an alternative to Internet Explorer. You can
download it, free of charge, at : Mozilla.org. It has a very efficient ad blocker and you can
add “extensions” which enhance Firefox. I've been using it for a couple of months now and
love it. It is fast and does everything well. A word of caution: Don’t delete Explorer!
Occasionally you will want to use it. There is one navy website that will not load properly
with Firefox.

I would also suggest a pornography filter, especially for those with kids in the house. 1
am using one that is a free download called Parental Filter. You can download it at:
ecommsec.com. If you should type in or be linked to a site which has pornographic text or
images, it directs you to a neutral site. This can be one of your choosing or a random list of
search engines such as Google. It can be customized and password protected. | wish I could
tell you that it works really well, but I tend to be judicious in my browsing. | can tell you
that they have a database of 450,00+ websites that will be blocked.

Hopefully, these will help you in dealing with the worst parts of the internet and protect
your eyes and heart, and those of your children.

Blessings, Fr. Reed+
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